
3 LOWER SOUTHCOTE 
 
This was the first site I visited while producing this 
book and so for that reason at least it would be special. 
It also has the unique feature of being reached by its 
own bridge across the Holy Brook, the stream that winds 
its way on into Reading and disappearance several miles 
later. Like several other Reading sites, it is also 
bounded by the railway line. 
Here I met Joy and Tom who have had their allotment since 
1957. Their allotment had the original number plate for 
Plot 65. These were introduced in 1950 (1) at a charge of 
one shilling (5p) to apply to all future lettings. 
Official number plates seem to have been discontinued, 
however all plots are numbered and one of the rules for 
my allotment is that I am responsible for, “…providing 
and displaying this number in a prominent position on the 
plot.” 
Lower Southcote allotments were formally established and 
named in 1949 as part of the development of the Bath Road 
Housing Estate. 
Lower Southcote is prone to flooding and some areas are 
not let for that reason. This has always been a problem. 
Council allotment committee minutes of March 1955 (2), 
record that raising the level of the allotments was 
deferred until the 1956/57 revenue expenditure estimates 
were known. As short term measures they recommended that 
weeds in the Kennet be removed and that those plots 
liable to flooding should not be let. In 1958 the weir 
owned by Calcot Flour Mills overflowed and a number of 
tenants were compensated for flood damage (3). 



 
FACT PANEL 
 
 
No. of plots: (4) 77 
Full plot equivalent: (5) 47 
Date allotments established: Unknown 
Date taken on by Council: (6) c.1949 
Previous use:  Unknown 
Status: (7) Statutory 
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(6) The allotments were previously referred to as “Bath 
Road Allotments”. Their status was formalised as part 
of the development of the Bath Road Housing Estate. 
The Allotments and Small Holdings Committee of 19.9.49 
changed their name to Lower Southcote Allotments 
(R/AC1/103). 

(7) Reading Borough Council 2005 Allotment Plan. 
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