
21 Victoria Road 
 
Victoria Road allotments are on an exceptionally steep slope and 
a challenge to the tenants, some of whom have terraced their 
plots. 
 
The allotments are located behind Caversham Primary School which 
opened on 11 January 1938. The school was newly built to 
accommodate pupils from Harley Road and those over 7 from St 
John’s School. The land including that on which the school was 
built appears on 1913 maps as allotments. Before that, the 1898 
map, it is a blank open space.  
 
At some time the land was acquired by the council for building a 
school. In 1932 the Education committee asked the Allotments and 
Smallholdings committee to rent and manage the site in the 
meantime (1). It was not long before tenants were given notice to 
quit, early in 1933, as building was to start (2). This may have 
been premature as the committee note again in 1935 that building 
was about to start (3). A couple of months later the committee 
were looking for other land in Caversham to replace the site when 
it was lost (4). One tenant, Mrs Edwards who occupied plots 24 
and 25 was allowed to stay as the area was not immediately 
required for the new school (5). Once the school was built, 100 
poles (10 full plots) remained that had not been required. This 
was retained as allotments and a budget transfer of £2 was agreed 
between the two committees (6). 
 
The School Log Books report that the school opened on 11 January 
1938 and was able to accommodate 490 children, but had only 410 
in the first week. The official opening by the Mayor was on 11 
February 1938 (7). 
 
Most of Caversham became part of Reading in 1911 (8) and from 
that time allotments in Caversham become of interest to the 
Reading Borough Council Smallholdings and Allotment committee. At 
the time the allotments of Caversham were extensive, but none of 
the names mentioned in those early minutes remain. Committee 
members in a surge of energy and activity made on-site visits and 
inspections. 
 
 
There are now 7 allotment sites in Caversham: 
Ardler Road 
Balmore 
Caversham Court 
Grove Road 
Henley Road 
Oakley Road 
Victoria Road 
 
Of these Grove Road and possibly Victoria Road existed in 1911. 
 



 
FACT PANEL 
 
No. of plots: (9) 28 
Full plot equivalent: (9) 16.2 
Date allotments established: before 1913 
Date taken on by Council: 1932 
Previous use: open land/ farm 
Status: (10) Temporary 
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